The Boston Massacre: A Historical Investigation

Purpose: In this lesson, students learn how to answer questions about the past
using the historical method of inquiry.

Procedure: Begin by explaining that a historian’s job is to answer questions about
the past. Since the students will be acting as historians, they will have to learn how
historians go about it. Questions about the past are answered about the past are
answered using a technique called the historical investigation.

The five steps of the Investigation are similar to the scientific method used in
science classes. (You may want to write this on the board or overhead and review
with students)

I Start with the essential question: This will target the inquiry,
engage the students and access their prior knowledge.

Essential Question: Is the Boston Massacre appropriately named?

II. Present the Context or frame of Reference:
If this activity is used during instruction of events leading up to the
Revolution a short review will suffice.

III. Examine Evidence:
Using the Written Document Analysis Worksheet in the student
packet and the four documents in the resource book, students will
analyze perspectives, source documents (author date location), clarify
historical context, and develop interpretations.
(This can be done individually, in pairs, or in cooperative groups)

IV. Formulate Theories:
Questions on the Document analysis worksheet and student packet
ask students to formulate theories based on the evidence.

V. Report Findings:
In the student packet the students will be responding to the
following questions which will require them to report their findings.

1) Summarize the portrayal of "The Boston Massacre” shown in
documents #1/#3, and #2/#4



2) Based on your historical investigation, is the Boston Massacre
appropriately named? Cite evidence from your investigation to
support your answer.

History MLO's covered by lesson:
e MLO 2.1 Summarize the impact of the American Revolution on politics,
the economy, and society.

*(impact of Boston Massacre politically and socially)

Political Systems MLO's covered by lesson:
e MLO 5.6 Analyze the influence of the Media on political life in the
United States including recognizing bias in reporting.
*(how would event be perceived if only one of the documents were
widely publicized and accepted as fact?)

Social Studies Skills MLO's covered by lesson:
e MLO 1.2 Evaluate and organize information specific to social studies by
reading, asking questions, investigating, or observing.
*(reading and study of historic documents)

e MLO 1.3 Interpret, evaluate, and organize primary and secondary
sources of information including pictures, graphics, maps, atlases,
artifacts, timelines, political cartoons, videotapes, journals, and
government documents.

*(Evaluation of Source documents using Written Document
Analysis Worksheet)

e MLO 1.7 Analyze issues by stating and summarizing the issue,
evaluating different viewpoints, and drawing conclusions based on Data.
*(Evaluation of each document for perspective and conclusions drawn
based on four documents

e MLO 1.8 Explain why historic interpretations vary
*(Why are there such different portrayals of the same event?)

e MLO 1.9 Evaluate the impact of social institutions and the print
media on the behavior of individuals and groups
* (How would the reactions of the colonists/British differ
based on which portrayal of the event was publicized?)

Developed from The Social Studies Chronicle: Using Historical Investigations to
Answer Questions about the Past December 2000



Revolutionary War Unit
Historical Investigation

The Boston Massacre

Student Resource Book

The Student resource book contains four source documents
concerning the Boston Massacre. These documents will form the basis of
our investigation into the question; Is the Boston Massacre Appropriately
Named?



The Boston Massacre: A Historical Investigation
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The Boston Massacre: A Historical Investigation

Document #2

Captain Thomas Preston’'s Account of the Boston Massacre
British Public Records Office
13 March 1770

It is [a] matter of too great notoriety to need any proofs that the arrival of his Majesty's troops in
Boston was extremely obnoxious to its inhabitants. They have ever used all means in their power to
weaken the regiments, and to bring them into contempt by promoting and aiding desertions, and with
impunity, even where there has been the clearest evidence of the fact, and by grossly and falsely
propagating untruths concerning them.....

And has ever since their departure been breaking out with greater violence after their embarkation.
One of their justices, most thoroughly, ... openly and publicly in the hearing of great numbers of people
and from the seat of justice, declared “that the soldiers must now take care of themselves, nor trust
too much to their arms, for they were but a handful; that the inhabitants carried weapons concealed
under their clothes, and would destroy them in a moment, if they pleased”. This, considering the
malicious temper of the people, was an alarming circumstance to the soldiery. Since which several
disputes have happened between the townspeople and the soldiers of both regiments......
Notwithstanding which, single quarrels could not be prevented, the inhabitants constantly provoking and
abusing the soldiery. The insolence as well as utter hatred of the inhabitants to the troops increased
daily, insomuch that Monday and Tuesday, the 5th and 6th instant, were privately agreed on for a
general engagement, in consequence of which several of the militia came from the country armed to join
their friends, menacing to destroy any who should oppose them. This plan has since been discovered.

On Monday hight about 8 o'clock two soldiers were attacked and beat.....About 9 some of the guard
came to and informed me the town inhabitants were assembling to attack the troops, and that the bells
were ringing as the signal for that purpose and not for fire, and the beacon intended to be fired to
bring in the distant people of the country. This, as I was captain of the day, occasioned my repairing
immediately to the main guard. In my way there I saw the people in great commotion, and heard them
use the most cruel and horrid threats against the troops. In a few minutes after I reached the guard,
about 100 people passed it and went towards the custom house where the king's money is lodged. They
immediately surrounded the sentry posted there, and with clubs and other weapons threatened to
execute their vengeance on him. I was soon informed by a townsman their intention was to carry of f
the soldier from his post and probably murder him. On which I desired him to return for further
intelligence, and he soon came back and assured me he heard the mobb declare they would murder him.
This I feared might be a prelude to their plundering the king's chest. I immediately sent a non-
commissioned officer and 12 men to protect both the sentry and the king's money, and very soon
followed myself to prevent, if possible, all disorder, fearing lest the officer and soldiers, by the insults
and provocations of the rioters, should be thrown off their guard and commit some rash act. They soon
rushed through the people, and by charging their bayonets in half-circles, kept them at a little
distance. Nay, so far was I from intending the death of any person that I suffered the troops to go to
the spot where the unhappy affair took place without any loading in their pieces; nor did I ever give
orders for loading them. This remiss conduct in me perhaps merits censure; yet it is evidence, resulting
from the nature of things, which is the best and surest that can be offered, that my intention was not
to act offensively, but the contrary part, and that not without compulsion. The mob still increased and
were more outrageous, striking their clubs or bludgeons one against another, and calling out, come on
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you rascals, you bloody backs, you lobster scoundrels, fire if you dare, 6-d damn you, fire and be
damned, we know you dare not, and much more such language was used. At this time I was between the
soldiers and the mob, parleying with, and endeavouring all in my power to persuade them to retire
peaceably, but to no purpose. They advanced to the points of the bayonets, struck some of them and
even the muzzles of the pieces, and seemed to be endeavouring to close with the soldiers. On which
some well behaved persons asked me if the guns were charged. I replied yes. They then asked me if T
intended to order the men to fire. I answered no, by no means, observing to them that I was advanced
before the muzzles of the men's pieces, and must fall a sacrifice if they fired; that the soldiers were
upon the half cock and charged bayonets, and my giving the word fire under those circumstances would
prove me to be no officer. While T was thus speaking, one of the soldiers having received a severe blow
with a stick, stepped a little on one side and instantly fired, on which turning to and asking him why he
fired without orders, I was struck with a club on my arm, which for some time deprived me of the use
of it, which blow had it been placed on my head, most probably would have destroyed me.

On this a general attack was made on the men by a great number of heavy clubs and snowballs being
thrown at them, by which all our lives were in imminent danger, some persons at the same time from
behind calling out, damn your bloods-why don't you fire. Instantly three or four of the soldiers fired,
one after another, and directly after three more in the same confusion and hurry. The mob then ran
away, except three unhappy men who instantly expired, in which number was Mr. Gray at whose rope-
walk the prior quarrels took place; one more is since dead, three others are dangerously, and four
slightly wounded. The whole of this melancholy affair was transacted in almost 20 minutes. On my
asking the soldiers why they fired without orders, they said they heard the word fire and supposed it
came from me. This might be the case as many of the mob called out fire, fire, but I assured the men
that T gave no such order; that my words were, don't fire, stop your firing. In short, it was scarcely
possible for the soldiers to know who said fire, or don't fire, or stop your firing. On the people's
assembling again to take away the dead bodies, the soldiers supposing them coming to attack them,
were making ready to fire again, which I prevented by striking up their firelocks with my hand.
Immediately after a townsman came and told me that 4 or 5000 people were assembled in the next
street, and had sworn to take my life with every man's with me. On which I judged it unsafe to remain
there any longer, and therefore sent the party and sentry to the main guard...... Council was immediately
called, on the breaking up of which three justices met and issued a warrant to apprehend me and eight
soldiers. On hearing of this procedure I instantly went to the sheriff and surrendered myself, though
for the space of 4 hours I had it in my power to have made my escape, which I most undoubtedly should
have attempted and could easily executed, had I been the least conscious of any guilt. On the
examination before the justices, two withesses swore that I gave the men orders to fire. The one
testified he was within two feet of me; the other that I swore at the men for not firing at the first
word. Others swore they heard me use the word “fire,”but whether do or do not fire, they could not
say; others that they heard the word fire, but could not say if it came from me. The next day they got
5 or 6 more to swear I gave the word to fire. So bitter and inveterate are many of the malcontents
here that they are industriously using every method to fish out evidence to prove it was a concerted
scheme to murder the inhabitants. Others are infusing the utmost malice and revenge into the minds of
the people who are to be my jurors by false publications, votes of towns, and all other artifices. That so
from a settled rancour against the officers and troops in general, the suddenness of my trial after the
affair while the people's minds are all greatly inflamed, I am, though perfectly innocent, under most
unhappy circumstances.....
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The Boston Massacre: A Historical Investigation

Document #4
Anonymous Account of the Boston Massacre

An excerpt of A Short Narrative of the Horrid Massacre in Boston. Printed by Order of the Town of Boston. Re-
published with Notes and I/lustrations hy John Doggett, Jr., (New York, 1849), vp. 13-19; 21- 22; 28-30.

THE HORRID MASSACRE IN BOSTON, PERPETRATED IN THE EVENING OF THE FIFTH DAY OF MARCH,
1770, BY SOLDIERS OF THE TWENTY-NINTH REGIMENT WHICH WITH THE FOURTEENTH REGIMENT
WERE THEN QUARTERED THERE; WITH SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE STATE OF THINGS PRIOR TO
THAT CATASTROPHE

Challenging the inhabitants by sentinels posted in all parts of the town before the lodgings of
officers, which (for about six months, while it lasted), occasioned many quarrels and uneasiness.
The attack of a party of soldiers on some of the magistrates of the town-the repeated rescues of
soldiers from peace officers-the firing of a loaded musket in a public street, to the endangering a
great number of peaceable inhabitants-the frequent wounding of persons by their bayonets and
cutlasses, and the numerous instances of bad behavior in the soldiery, made us early sensible that the
troops were not sent here for any benefit to the town or province, and that we had no good to expect
from such conservators of the peace.

It was not expected, however, that such an outrage and massacre, as happened here on the evening
of the fifth instant, would have been perpetrated. There were then killed and wounded, by a discharge
of musketry, eleven of his Majesty's subjects, viz.:

e Mr. Samuel Gray, killed on the spot by a ball entering his head.

e Crispus Attucks, a mulatto, killed on the spot, two balls entering his breast.

e Mr. James Caldwell, killed on the spot, by two balls entering his back.

e Mr. Samuel Maverick, a youth of seventeen years of age, mortally wounded; he died the next

morning.

e Mr. Patrick Carr mortally wounded; he died the 14th instant.

e Christopher Monk and John Clark, youths about seventeen years of age, dangerously wounded.

It is apprehended they will die.

e Mr. Edward Payne, merchant, standing at his door; wounded.

e Messrs. John Green, Robert Patterson, and David Parker; all danger- ously wounded.

The actors in this dreadful tfragedy were a party of soldiers commanded by Capt. Preston of the
29th regiment. This party, including the Captain, consisted of eight, who are all committed to jail.

There are depositions in this affair which mention, that several guns were fired at the same
time from the Custom-house; before which this shocking scene was exhibited. Into this matter
inquisition is now making. In the meantime it may be proper to insert here the substance of some of
those depositions.

Benjamin Frizell, on the evening of the 5th of March, having taken his station near the west
corner of the Custom-house in King street, before and at the time of the soldiers firing their guns,
declares (among other things) that the first discharge was only of one gun, the next of two guns, upon
which he the deponent thinks he saw a man stumble; the third discharge was of three guns, upon which
he thinks he saw fwo men fall; and immediately after were discharged five guns, two of which were by
soldiers on his right hand; the other three, as appeared to the deponent, were discharged from the
balcony, or the chamber window of the Custom-house, the flashes appearing on the left+ hand, and
higher than the right hand flashes appeared to be, and of which the deponent was very sensible,
although his eyes were much turned to the soldiers, who were all on his right hand.



William Newhall declares, that on Thursday night the 1st of March instant, he met four soldiers
of the 29th regiment, and that he heard them say, “there were a great many that would eat their
dinners on Monday next, that should not eat any on Tuesday."

Daniel Calfe declares, that on Saturday evening the 3d of March, a camp-woman, wife to James
McDeed, a grenadier of the 29th, came into his father's shop, and the people talking about the affrays
at the ropewalks, and blaming the soldiers for the part they had acted in it, the woman said, "the
soldiers were in the right;" adding, "that before Tuesday or Wednesday night they would wet their
swords or bayonets in New England people's blood."

Samuel Drowne declares that, about nine o'clock of the evening of the fifth of March current,
standing at his own door in Cornhill, he saw about fourteen or fifteen soldiers of the 29th regiment,
who came from Murray's barracks, armed with naked cutlasses, swords, &c., and came upon the
inhabitants of the town, then standing or walking in Coruhffl, and abused some, and violently assaulted
others as they met them; most of whom were without so much as a stick in their hand to defend
themselves, as he very clearly could discern, it being moonlight, and himself being one of the assaulted
persons. All or most of the said soldiers he saw go into King street (some of them through Royal
Exchange lane), and there followed them, and soon discovered them to be quarrelling and fighting with
the people whom they saw there, which he thinks were not more than a dozen, when the soldiers came
first, armed as aforesaid. Of those dozen people, the most of them were gentlemen, standing together
a little below the Town House, upon the Exchange. At the appearance of those soldiers so armed, the
most of the twelve persons went off, some of them being first assaulted.

The violent proceedings of this party, and their going into King street, “guarrelling and fighting
with the people whom they saw there" (mentioned in Mr. Drowne's deposition), was immediately
introductory to the grand catastrophe.

These assailants, who issued from Murray's barracks (so called), after attacking and wounding
divers persons in Cornhill, as above mentioned, being armed, proceeded (most of them) up the Royal
Exchange lane into King street; where, making a short stop, and after assaulting and driving away the
few they met there, they brandished their arms and cried out, “where are the boogers! where are the
cowards!" At this time there were very few persons in the street beside themselves. This party in
proceeding from Exchange lane into King street, must pass the sentry posted at the westerly corner of
the Custom House, which butts on that lane and fronts on that street. This is needful to be mentioned,
as near that spot and in that street the bloody tragedy was acted, and the street actors in it were
stationed: their station being but a few feet from the front side of the said Custom House. The
outrageous behavior and the threats of the said party occasioned the ringing of the meeting-house bell
near the head of King street, which bell ringing quick, as for fire, it presently brought out a number of
inhabitants, who being soon sensible of the occasion of it, were naturally led to King street, where the
said party had made a stop but a little while before, and where their stopping had drawn together a
number of boys, round the sentry at the Custom House. whether the boys mistook the sentry for one of
the said party, and thence took occasion to differ with him, or whether he first affronted them, which
is affirmed in several depositions,-however that may be, there was much foul language between them,
and some of them, in consequence of his pushing at them with his bayonet, threw snowballs at him,
which occasioned him to knock hastily at the door of the Custom House. From hence two persons
thereupon proceeded immediately to the main-guard, which was posted opposite to the State House, at
a small distance, near the head of the said street. The officer on guard was Capt. Preston, who with
seven or eight soldiers, with fire-arms and charged bayonets, issued from the guardhouse, and in great
haste posted himself and his soldiers in front of the Custom House, near the corner aforesaid. In
passing to this station the soldiers pushed several persons with their bayonets, driving through the
people in so rough a manner that it appeared they intended to create a disturbance. This occasioned
some snowballs to be thrown at them which seems o have been the only provocation that was given. Mr.
Knox (between whom and Capt. Preston there was some conversation on the spot) declares, that while
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he was talking with Capt. Preston, the soldiers of his detachment had attacked the people with their
bayonets and that there was not the least provocation given to Capt. Preston of his party; the backs of
the people being toward them when the people were attacked. He also declares, that Capt. Preston
seemed fo be in great haste and much agitated, and that, according to his opinion, there were not then
present in King street above seventy or eighty persons at the extent.

The said party was formed into a half circle; and within a short time after they had been posted at the
Custom House, began to fire upon the people.

Captain Preston is said to have ordered them to fire, and to have repeated that order. One gun was
fired first; then others in succession and with deliberation, till ten or a dozen guns were fired; or fill
that number of discharges were made from the guns that were fired. By which means eleven persons
were killed and wounded, as above represented.



Revolutionary War Unit
Historical Investigation

The Boston Massacre

Student Answer Book

Introduction: The Boston Massacre is one of the many
events that helped create a divide between the Colonies and
Great Britain. It is also anevent with much controversy
surrounding it. By examining several period documents you will be
investigating the question; Is the Boston Massacre appropriately
named? You will need to examine the documents for their content
and evaluate the different perspectives presented. Finally, you
will prepare a report that details your findings.



Directions: Use the documents located on pages 2-8 in the Student Resource Book to
complete the Written Document Analysis Worksheet. The information you gather in your
Analysis of the four documents will be used to report your findings later.

Written Document Analysis Worksheet
Document #1
1. Type of Document (Check One)

Newspaper Article Painting Report
Letter Advertisement Other

2. Unique Physical Qualities of the Document (Check one or more)
Interesting Letterhead Notes Handwritten
Seals or Stamps Typed Other ____

3. Date(s) of Document (if available):

4. Author or Creator of Document/position or Title:

5. For What Audience was this Document Written:

o

Document Information
A. List three things the author put in the document that you think are important:

1.
2.
3.

B. Why do you think the document was written?

C. Is the Document written from a Colonial or British Perspective? (Cite evidence
from the document to support your answer)

D. What impact do you think the publication of this document would have on the
Colonist?/ British?




Directions: Use the documents located on pages 2-8 in the Student Resource Book to
complete the Written Document Analysis Worksheet. The information you gather in your
Analysis of the four documents will be used to report your findings later.

Written Document Analysis Worksheet
Document #2
1. Type of Document (Check One)

Newspaper Article Painting Report
Letter Advertisement Other

2. Unique Physical Qualities of the Document (Check one or more)
Interesting Letterhead Notes Handwritten
Seals or Stamps Typed Other

3. Date(s) of Document (if available):

4. Author or Creator of Document/position or Title:

5. For What Audience was this Document Written:

o

Document Information
A. List three things the author put in the document that you think are important:

1.
2.
3.

B. Why do you think the document was written?

C. Is the Document written from a Colonial or British Perspective? (Cite evidence
from the document to support your answer)

D. What impact do you think the publication of this document would have on the
Colonist?/ British?




Directions: Use the documents located on pages 2-8 in the Student Resource Book to
complete the Written Document Analysis Worksheet. The information you gather in your
Analysis of the four documents will be used to report your findings later.

Written Document Analysis Worksheet
Document #3
1. Type of Document (Check One)

Newspaper Article Painting Report
Letter Advertisement Other

2. Unique Physical Qualities of the Document (Check one or more)
Interesting Letterhead Notes Handwritten
Seals or Stamps Typed Other ____

3. Date(s) of Document (if available):

4. Author or Creator of Document/position or Title:

5. For What Audience was this Document Written:

o

Document Information
A. List three things the author put in the document that you think are important:

1.
2.
3.

B. Why do you think the document was written?

C. Is the Document written from a Colonial or British Perspective? (Cite evidence
from the document to support your answer)

D. What impact do you think the publication of this document would have on the
Colonist?/ British?




Directions: Use the documents located on pages 2-8 in the Student Resource Book to
complete the Written Document Analysis Worksheet. The information you gather in your
Analysis of the four documents will be used to report your findings later.

Written Document Analysis Worksheet
Document #4
1. Type of Document (Check One)

Newspaper Article Painting Report
Letter Advertisement Other

2. Unique Physical Qualities of the Document (Check one or more)
Interesting Letterhead Notes Handwritten
Seals or Stamps Typed Other ____

3. Date(s) of Document (if available):

4. Author or Creator of Document/position or Title:

5. For What Audience was this Document Written:

o

Document Information
A. List three things the author put in the document that you think are important:

1.
2.
3.

B. Why do you think the document was written?

C. Is the Document written from a Colonial or British Perspective? (Cite evidence
from the document to support your answer)

D. What impact do you think the publication of this document would have on the
Colonist?/ British?




Directions: In this section you will report your findings from your analysis of
documents #1-#4. The questions below ask you to summarize and draw conclusions
based on the evidence you have gathered and answer the essential question: Is the
Boston Massacre appropriately named?

1) Summarize the Portrayal of the Boston Massacre shown in Documents #1 & #3.

2) Summarize the portrayal of the Boston Massacre shown in Documents #2 & #4.




3) Based on the findings of your historical investigation, Is the Boston Massacre
appropriately named?
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