Help! They can read but they
don’t understand!

Using Reciprocal Teaching
Strategies to Increase

Comprehension ’ \


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
For this presentation you will need to prepare a chart ahead of time that looks like the organizer participants are using. Another valuable resource is the book, Reciprocal Teaching at Work by Lori Oczkus and its accompanying video (available through all Elementary Reading Specialists).�


Would you like 1t If...

e Your students were actively engaged In
their reading?

e Your students monitored their
comprehension independently?

e Your students demonstrated
comprehension through think alouds and
cooperative learning groups?

If your answer Is yes, stick around!


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Read the statements  together and talk about whether or not these are things that are happening in their classrooms now? �


Goals for Today’s Session

* You will learn four strategies that will guide
students of all reading levels to improve
their comprehension in all content areas.

* You will learn how to increase
comprehension through the use of think
alouds and cooperative learning.


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Read the goals of the session.  �


Table Talk

* \WWhat problems do your students have
with comprehending text?

e \What do you understand the term
reciprocal teaching to mean?



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Give participants an opportunity to reflect on each question and then table talk with a partner.  Discuss how they know if students are understanding what they read.   �


[

Reciprocal Teaching: What is it?

 |nstructional strategy

to help students ~

construct meaning [Q«»;/f\

using predicting, N

clarifying, ( / ) L—\,—,(ﬁ

and \\\ x ;:é/z/,-
o A strategy that makes |<\

reading an active,
engaging process for
students.


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Introduce the term Reciprocal Teaching.  Reciprocal teaching is centered around four core strategies, predicting, clarifying, summarizing and questioning.  The order in which students use these is irrelevant, but all strategies should be used throughout the reading process.  RT is a way to establish a common language when  interacting with text.  It gives students the opportunity to actively engage in text in whole group and small guided practice reading group settings.  RT is not a stand alone reading comprehension program.  RT lessons include modeling, think alouds, cooperative learning and opportunities for students to “be the teacher” and share their use of the strategies. �


Questioning

 Readers ask
themselves questions
that can be answered
as they are
reading.
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Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Click once, and have participants record on organizer a brief description of what they think questioning is as it relates to reciprocal teaching.  Share responses and record on group chart.  Click again and read description.  It is important to understand that the questions, at this point, are not inferential or “out of the text”.  The questions need to check understanding of what is being read and so need to be answered from the text.  We also need to get our students in the habit of stopping to ask questions during reading, not only after reading.  Eventually we will move to more inferential questions, but for our purposes, we want students to ask questions that can be answered from the reading.�


How Does It Work?

« Mary Had A Little

Lamb
/)
3 | V4
e Mary had a little lamb whose \:1,) "\

fleece was white as snow. jJ £
Everywhere that Mary went the
lamb was sure to go. It (//'—("
followed her to school one day, S (

which was against the rules. It
made the children laugh and
play to see a lamb at school.


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Model using questioning with Mary Had a Little Lamb. Possible questions include: What kind of pet did Mary have? Where did Mary take her pet?  Who is the story mostly about?  Why were the children laughing?  �


Your Turn

Little Miss Muffet sat on her tuffet eating

her curds and whey. Along came a spider
and sat down beside her and frightenec
Miss Muffett away.



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Work in groups of two to read the text and ask a question of your partner that will show their understanding of what they read.  Obviously, this is easy for us because we are familiar with the rhyme.  How would this be effective in your classroom with grade level text that your students are reading?  Key in on the importance of having readers STOP during reading to ask these questions, and that the questions need to be answered from the text.  Questioning is not just an after reading strategy.  Kids who struggle with comprehension tend to read quickly without stopping to think.  They get to the end of a passage before they realize that they don’t understand what they just read.�


Now, what do you know?

Record on your
organizer what you
know about
guestioning now that
you did not know
before.



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Have participants record on organizer on the right side of the chart what they now understand about questioning and share with group.  Record key responses on group chart.�


Predicting

Typically thought of as a before reading
strategy, but should be used during
reading to predict what may happen next
or after reading to predict a different
ending.

— | think this will be about.....because

— | think I will learn.....because
— | think .....will happen next because...



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
First, click once and have participants fill out the organizer on the left side to record what they think predicting is and how it is used in reciprocal teaching to help with comprehension.  Click again and talk about predicting as it relates to reciprocal teaching.  Again, stress the importance of predicting in all stages of reading: before, during and after.  With RT, the teacher starts by modeling predicting, but the goal is for kids to be predicting as they read on their own.�


How Does It Work?

« Mary Had A Little
Lamb

 Mary had a little lamb whose
fleece was white as snow.
Everywhere that Mary went the
lamb was sure to go. It
followed her to school one day,
which was against the rules. It
made the children laugh and
play to see a lamb at school.



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Model using predicting with Mary Had a Little Lamb. Possible predictions may include: I think that Mary will get in trouble for bringing her lamb to school.  I imagine that Mary may be embarrassed because the children are laughing at her.  I think that the next thing to happen will be that Mary has to take her lamb and go home. �


Your Turn

Little Miss Muffet sat on her tuffet eating
her curds and whey. Along came a spider
and sat down beside her and frightened
Miss Muffett away.



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Work in groups of two to read the text and make predictions with your partner.  How would this be effective in your classroom with grade level text that your students are reading?  Key in on the importance of having readers STOP during reading to make these predictions.  Predicting is not just an after reading strategy.  Kids who struggle with comprehension tend to read quickly without stopping to think.  They get to the end of a passage before they realize that they don’t understand what they just read.  We have to retrain our readers to stop and think while reading instead of waiting until they are finished a selection.�


Now, what do you know?

Record on your
organizer what you
know about predicting
now that you did not
know before.



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Have participants record on organizer and share with group on the chart.�


— | didn’t understand the part where..
— This Is a tricky word because...
— | can’t figure out why... €\



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
It is so important that we teach kids to stop when something is confusing when reading.  So many of our kids read to the end of a passage or story without ever stopping to figure out difficult words or concepts and then have difficulty comprehending.  We have to model thinking out loud when we read to teach kids how to clarify words and ideas.  Readers can clarify how to read a word by breaking it into chunks, or clarify the meaning of a word through context or pictures.  The other way we want our readers to clarify is when there is a confusing idea or concept.  We want kids to reread, read ahead, or check pictures to clarify confusing ideas.�


How Does It Work?

« Mary Had A Little
Lamb

 Mary had a little lamb whose
fleece was white as snow.
Everywhere that Mary went the
lamb was sure to go. It
followed her to school one day,
which was against the rules. It
made the children laugh and
play to see a lamb at school.



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Model using clarifying with Mary Had a Little Lamb.  Clarify fleece by substituting another word that would make sense.�


Your Turn

Little Miss Muffet sat on her tuffet eating
her curds and whey. Along came a spider
and sat down beside her and frightened
Miss Muffett away.


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Work in groups of two to read the text and clarify words or ideas that are confusing with your partner.  How would this be effective in your classroom with grade level text that your students are reading?  Key in on the importance of having readers STOP during reading to make these predictions.  Predicting is not just an after reading strategy.  Kids who struggle with comprehension tend to read quickly without stopping to think.  They get to the end of a passage before they realize that they don’t understand what they just read.�


Now, what do you know?

Record on your
organizer what you
know about clarifying
now that you did not
know before.



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Have participants record on organizer and chart and share with group.�


Summarizing

Fiction Nonfiction
e Recall In order the e Determine the main
Important events from idea and important
the story to that point points in a logical
e Include story order
elements to guide @0
summary
&
=

So far this story is about... In this part, | learned that...


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Summarizing is a difficult strategy for our readers.  Our students see summarizing as an after reading strategy only.  They try to summarize at the end of a passage or story and then struggle with what to include.  Some readers include everything, while others are too vague.  With RT, we model summarizing several times throughout a passage.  When summarizing fiction, we include important events and story elements.  When we are summarizing non fiction, we summarize main points that we have learned.  If we train our readers to stop and summarize after reading a chunk of text, they will be more successful.�


How Does It Work?

« Mary Had A Little
Lamb

« Mary had a little lamb whose
fleece was white as snow.
Everywhere that Mary went
the lamb was sure to go. It
followed her to school one
day, which was against the
rules. It made the children
laugh and play to see a lamb
at school.



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Model using summarizing with Mary Had a Little Lamb.  A lamb followed Mary to school and all the kids laughed.  Again, it is important to be sure that there is an understanding that summarizing occurs during reading not only after reading.  We need to train kids to find stopping points in text to summarize what they have read so far.�


Your Turn

Little Miss Muffet sat on her tuffet
eating her curds and whey. Along
came a spider and sat down beside her
and frightened Miss Muffett away.



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Work in groups of two to read the text and practice summarizing.  How would this be effective in your classroom with grade level text that your students are reading?  Key in on the importance of having readers STOP during reading to make these predictions.  Summarizing is not just an after reading strategy.  Kids who struggle with comprehension tend to read quickly without stopping to think.  They get to the end of a passage before they realize that they don’t understand what they just read.�


Record on your
organizer what you
know about
summarizing now that
you did not know
before.

°, . ®


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Have participants record on organizer and chart and share with group.�


Today, did you...

e Learn four strategies that will guide
students of all reading levels to improve
their comprehension in all content areas?

e Learn how to increase comprehension
through the use of think alouds and

cooperative learning? >=

(%


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Reflect now on the original goals of the session.  Talk with a partner about the right side of your organizer.  What do you know now about increasing comprehension using the 4 RT strategies?  Come back together as a group and discuss.�


Closure/Reflection

3-2-1 Processing

main ideas that you will take away from
the training

thing that you can take back and do
right now

guestion that you still have



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Give participants an opportunity to reflect on their learning. The 3-2-1 reflection is from the tool kit provided at training.   Share as a group what they feel they can take back and do right now.  This is a perfect time to show the appropriate video clip from the video Reciprocal Teaching at Work.  The video guide gives you the different sessions, intermediate or primary, whole group or guided reading group and will give the participants an opportunity to see the strategies at work.�


Using Reciprocal Teaching Strategies When | Read

How am | predicting?
Before reading
__| preview the front and back
cover.
__|'study illustrations and headings.
__|I make predictions using clues
from the text.
During reading
__|stop and use clues to make
more predictions or to change my
predictions.
After reading
__| check my predictions to see if
they came about in the text.
__| predict what may happen next if
the book didn’t end here.
Predicting helps me read
because

How am | questioning?
Before reading
__After previewing the cover,
illustrations, and headings, | ask
guestions about the reading. What
do | wonder or want to know?
During Reading
__Aslread, | watch for answers to
my questions.
__Aslread | ask questions to check
my understanding.
After reading
__l check to see if | answered my
guestions.
__lcheck to see if | had questions
that start with who, what, when,
where, why, how, or what if.
Questioning helps me read
because

How am | clarifying?
Before reading
__| can tell what might look
confusing about reading.
__I see words when | preview the
text that may be confusing or
difficult.
During reading
__|stop and think about words that
are difficult.
__ltry chunking out, sounding out
and rereading words.
__| stop to clarify confusing ideas by
rereading, reading on or asking for
help.
After reading
__| think about confusing or difficult
words and ideas. | go back and
reread to try and figure them out.
Clarifying helps me read because

How am | summarizing?
Before reading
__I think about how the text is
organized.
During reading
__| stop to think about what has
happened so far in the reading. |
include the most important events.
After reading
__lreread to review the illustrations
to keep the reading fresh in my
mind.
__l choose the main ideas to
summarize.
__Il tell the events in the correct
order.
Summarizing helps me
because
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