How to Promote Classroom Discourse

Promoting discourse and thinking among your students is critically important to facilitate the construction of meaning. The following guidelines can help to guide you in this important process:

· Ask open-ended questions.

· Don’t have preconceived answers for which you are looking.

· React neutrally to student responses. Don’t give verbal or nonverbal cues as to the correctness or incorrectness of student responses.

· Be sure to have students justify their responses.

· Ask students to elaborate on their responses.

· “Why do you think that?”

· “How do you know that?”

· “Tell me more about …”

· Ask other students if they agree or disagree.

· Foster student-to-student interaction by having students 

· Pair with a partner

· Discuss in small groups guided by teacher questions

· Call on each other

· Allow adequate wait-time.

· Be sure to ask follow-up questions of both students with correct responses and students with incorrect responses. Typically teachers only ask follow-up questions of students who have given an incorrect response.

· Be very careful not to get into the habit of leading students to desired responses.

