Linganore High School

Honors Chemistry 1

Ms. Andrex – 2009/2010
ann.andrex@fcps.org 

  Welcome to a wonderful semester of Chemistry!!  This class is guaranteed to be challenging but also quite fun.  If you commit to working consistently with good attendance and effort, you will succeed with an A or a B in this course.  Below are some basic guidelines and expectations that I have for you and each student in our class.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
     This course covers fundamental chemistry concepts such as physical and chemical properties of matter, energy, chemical nomenclature, chemical equations, stoichiometry, gas laws, atomic theory, periodicity, bonding, solutions, and acid-base theory.  This course will lay a foundation of basic scientific skills on which to build a strong network of content knowledge.  You will use mathematical problem solving, critical thinking and communication skills in student directed laboratory and classroom experiences.  Extensive independent work, self-discipline and commitment to meet rigorous expectations and time lines are required 

Pre-requisite for Honors Chemistry I:  Algebra I (Grade B or better is highly suggested)
CAREER PATHWAYS
    This course will prepare you for several different career pathways including Health Services, Human Services, Industrial Engineering and Technology, and the Natural Resources and Agriculture.  A strong knowledge of chemistry underlies many professions including doctors, nurses, research associates, scientific grant and patent lawyers, teachers, inventors, and pharmacists, agronomists, rocket scientists, geochemists & biochemists.
EXPECTATIONS: Essential Class Rules
     1.  Be Prompt: Be in your seat when the bell rings; running into class with one foot over the line is late.

      2. Be Prepared: Bring the necessary materials to class.  This includes your notebook, calculator, and  pens and colored pencils.  Your calculator needs to have the exponential (EXE or EE) function.

     3. 
Listen: Follow all directions that are given in class the first time.  Be ready to “do chemistry” when you come through the door.  We will be thinking logically and learning something cool.  You will like it.

     4. 
Be Respectful: There is no place in my room for swearing, teasing, or name-calling.  If you have a problem, let me know about it before or after the bell.  We can deal with it in an appropriate manner.

     5. 
Be Safe: NO EATING OR DRINKING IN THE LABORATORY OR CLASSROOM.  There are no exceptions to this.  Water is the only acceptable drink in the classroom.  There are many chemicals in the room that should not end up in your mouth. This is consistent with school policy as well.  Just don’t do it!

CONSEQUENCES

  Failure to follow the classroom rules can result in the following actions.  

1.
Simple verbal warning and/or “The Look”

2. One minute conference after class

3. Parent Contact and/or removal from class for one block  

4. Thirty minute detention after school
5.
Office referral and/or removal from class pending parent conference
  All Frederick County Policies will be enforced in this class.  Refer to your Calendar Handbook to make sure you are familiar with county policies especially those regarding attendance, cheating, plagiarism and dress code.  
HOMEWORK
    Homework is typically assigned several times per week.  The point of homework is to allow you to practice the skills we learn in class.  Partial credit may be given to homework turned in on time but incomplete.  
 LIMITED CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN FOR LATE HOMEWORK.  

WARMUPS & WEEKLY AGENDAS
A Weekly Agenda will be distributed in class each Monday and posted to my web site (http://www.fcpsteach.org/hp/usersites/ann_andrex/Ann_Andrex/LHS/  by Monday morning.  The Weekly Agenda will contain a Warm Up question for each school day, the Objectives for each week and the homework assignment for each day.  You are expected to read the Warm Up question and write the answers on your Weekly Agenda sheet, kept in your Chemistry Notebook.  Answers will then be reviewed with the entire class.  It is up to you to write the correct answer on your own Weekly Agenda sheet.  If you miss a class, it is up to YOU to find the question you missed and record a correct answer on your Weekly Agenda sheet.  Periodic, unannounced, open-note Warm Up quizzes will be conducted to assess your Warm Up participation.
GRADING POLICY

  Your term grades will be calculated on the percentages shown in the following categories:

     Tests/Quizzes................................. .........45%

     Laboratories/Projects………....................45%

     Homework......………...………………...10%

The final course grade is determined as follows:  
First Term Grade………………….. 40% 
Second Term Grade……………….. 40% 
Frederick County Final Exam………20% 

Grades will be available on the internet through Pinnacle. 
LABORATORY ACTIVITIES
  We will be working in the laboratory often.  Laboratory activities will be followed by laboratory reports worth 20-50 points.  Reports will be graded on accuracy, completeness, and organization.  NOTE: NO STUDENT will be allowed to participate in the laboratory without a laboratory contract that has been signed by a parent or guardian.  All students must behave according to safety guidelines.  Failure to comply with safety guidelines will result in a lab grade of 0 and no participation in the lab.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY

  Work is due on its assigned date.  Late work will only be accepted for credit with PRIOR teacher approval.  This does not mean begging on the day work is due.  Please attend class daily.  If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to make up work that is missed within County deadlines.  I have a web site accessed through http://www.fcpsteach.org/hp/usersites/ann_andrex/Ann_Andrex/LHS/   If you miss school, you may check my web site for the day’s agenda, class notes and homework assignment. If you are unfamiliar with the county attendance policy, please check your Calendar Handbook.  Success in Chemistry is dependant on your ability to stay caught up.  

EXTRA HELP
If you are interested in After School Extra Help tutoring on any assignment, feel free to arrange Extra Help right away!  I am generally available after school, but you must make an appointment. 

Welcome!!!

This signed page will be collected for homework points.

PARENT/GUARDIAN INPUT

  Thank you for taking the time to read this introductory letter.  We both have a common goal for the upcoming semester - to see your student succeed to his or her fullest capability in science.  If you ever wish to offer feedback or to just check in, feel free to contact me during the school day by email at ann.andrex@fcps.org or by telephone at 240-566-9527 after 2:20pm.  For details about specific homework assignments and class work, please visit my web site regularly at: http://www.fcpsteach.org/hp/usersites/ann_andrex/Ann_Andrex/LHS/ 
I look forward to working with you and your student this semester.  

_________________________________________
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