Linganore High School

Introductory Chemistry & Physics (ICP)
Ms. Andrex – 2010
ann.andrex@fcps.org 

  Welcome to a wonderful semester of Science! This class is guaranteed to be challenging but also quite fun.  If you commit to working consistently with good attendance and effort, you will succeed with an A or a B in this course.  Below are some basic guidelines and expectations that I have for you and each student in our class.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
     This course covers introductory physical science such as properties of matter, atomic structure, the Periodic Table, chemical reactions, Newton’s Laws of Motion, force, speed, and velocity calculations.  For a more detailed list of topics covered, visit www.fcpsteach.org.  Click on Science under Curriculum on the left side of the website.  Finally click on ICP to view the entire curriculum for this course. Basic Math Skills and graph reading are important for this course.
MATERIALS:  The text is Physical Science: Concepts in Action published by Prentice Hall.  The text is supported by web based activities.  The following classroom materials are needed: notebook paper, a 2 inch three ring binder just for this class, four dividers (Agendas, Class Notes, Homework, Labs), colored pencils, basic calculator, pen & pencil. Four pocket folders (one for each divider section) may also useful in the 3 ring binder.
EXPECTATIONS: Essential Class Rules
     1.  Be Prompt: Be in your seat when the bell rings; running into class with one foot over the line is late.

      2. Be Prepared: Bring the necessary materials and have them on top of your desk at the start of each class.  This includes your 3 ring binder, calculator, pens and colored pencils.  Your calculator should have the exponential (EXE or EE) function, but no graphing functions are required.
     3. 
Listen: Follow all directions that are given in class the first time.  Be ready to “do science” when you come through the door.  We will be thinking logically and learning something cool.  You will like it.

     4. 
Be Respectful: There is no place in my room for swearing, teasing, or name-calling.  If you have a problem, let me know about it before or after the bell.  We can deal with it in an appropriate manner.

     5. 
Be Safe: NO EATING OR DRINKING IN THE LABORATORY OR CLASSROOM.  There are no exceptions to this.  Water is the only acceptable drink in the classroom.  There are many chemicals in the room that should not end up in your mouth. This is consistent with school policy as well.  Just don’t do it!

CONSEQUENCES

  Failure to follow the classroom rules can result in the following actions.  

1.
Simple verbal warning and/or “The Look”

2. One minute conference after class

3. Parent Contact and/or removal from class  

4. Thirty minute detention after school
5.
Office referral and/or removal from class pending parent conference
All Frederick County Policies will be enforced in this class.  Refer to your Lancer Planner to make sure you are familiar with county policies especially those regarding attendance, cheating, plagiarism and dress code. All book bags will be stored at the back of the room EVERY day.  Obtain all materials needed for class at the beginning of the period.  The Lancer Planner will be used for all passes.  Students are expected to raise their hands before speaking or moving around the classroom.
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ASSIGNEDWORK
    Class work and homework are typically assigned several times per week.  The point of the work is to allow you to practice the skills we learn in class.  Late work may be accepted for partial credit with teacher approval.  

WARMUPS & WEEKLY AGENDAS
A Weekly Agenda will be distributed in class each Monday and posted to my web site (http://www.fcpsteach.org/hp/usersites/ann_andrex/Ann_Andrex/LHS/  by Monday morning.  The Weekly Agenda will contain a Warm Up question for each school day, the Objectives for each week and the homework assignment for each day.  You are expected to read the Warm Up question and write the answers on your Weekly Agenda sheet, kept in your 3 ring Binder.  Answers will then be reviewed with the entire class.  It is up to YOU to write the correct answer on your own Weekly Agenda sheet.  If you miss a class, it is up to YOU to find the question you missed and record a correct answer on your Weekly Agenda sheet.  Periodic, unannounced, open-note Warm Up quizzes will be conducted to assess your Warm Up participation.
GRADING POLICY

  Your term grades will be calculated on the percentages shown in the following categories:

     Tests/Quizzes................................. .........45%

     Laboratories/Projects………....................45%

     Homework......………...………………...10%

The final course grade is determined as follows:  
First Term Grade………………….. 40% 
Second Term Grade……………….. 40% 
Frederick County Final Exam………20% 

Grades will be available on the internet through Pinnacle. 
LABORATORY ACTIVITIES
  We will be working with hands on materials often.  These activities may be followed by  reports worth 20-50 points.  Reports will be graded on accuracy, completeness, and organization.  NOTE: NO STUDENT will be allowed to participate in the hands on activities without a safety contract that has been signed by a parent or guardian.  All students must behave according to safety guidelines.  Failure to comply with safety guidelines will result in a lab grade of 0 and no participation in the hands on activity.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY

  Work is due on its assigned date.  There is no full credit for late work.  will only be accepted for credit with PRIOR teacher approval.  This does not mean begging on the day work is due.  Please attend class daily.  If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to make up work that is missed within County deadlines.  I have a web site accessed through http://www.fcpsteach.org/hp/usersites/ann_andrex/Ann_Andrex/LHS/   If you miss school, you may check my web site for the day’s agenda, class notes and homework assignment. If you are unfamiliar with the county attendance policy, please check your Calendar Handbook.  Success in Chemistry is dependant on your ability to stay caught up.  

EXTRA HELP:  If you need After School Extra Help tutoring on any assignment, feel free to come in right away!  The Science teachers’ After School Extra Help schedule is: 

· Ms. VanGorder: Mondays: Room B-125
· Ms. Andrex: Tuesdays: Room C-121
· Mr. Stair: Thursdays: Room C-123
This signed page will be collected for homework points.

PARENT/GUARDIAN INPUT

  Thank you for taking the time to read this introductory letter.  We both have a common goal for the upcoming semester - to see your student succeed to his or her fullest capability in science.  If you ever wish to offer feedback or to just check in, feel free to contact me during the school day by email at ann.andrex@fcps.org or by telephone at 240-566-9815 after 2:20pm.  For details about specific homework assignments and class work, please visit my web site regularly at: http://www.fcpsteach.org/hp/usersites/ann_andrex/Ann_Andrex/LHS/ 
I look forward to working with you and your student this semester.  

_________________________________________

Student’s Printed Name

_________________________________________           __________________________________________

Student Signature                                                Date                     Parent Signature                                   Date

Parent (Guardian #1)  printed name: _______________________________________________

 __________________________________________         

Parent (Guardian #1)  email address (if available)


__________________________________________        

Parent (Guardian #1) work phone (if available)


__________________________________________         

Parent (Guardian #1)  cell or home phone (if available)


Parent (Guardian #2)  printed name: ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________

 Parent (Guardian #2) email address (if available)

__________________________________________         

Parent (Guardian #2) work phone (if available)


__________________________________________         

Parent (Guardian #2)  cell or home phone (if different from above)


