Parent Information 

CRES for English Language Arts 9-11

General Information:

· In Frederick County Public Schools, all students enrolled in English Language Arts classes in grades 9-11 will submit two CRES Showcase Portfolios a year.  The CRES score reported on the report card reflects student performance in reading, writing, and language usage, as demonstrated by the products submitted in these portfolios.

· The CRES grade counts as 20% of the total course grade.

· Students practice brief constructed responses (reading responses), also known as BCRs, throughout the course.  There are specific, county-wide prompts for BCRs required for the portfolio.  

· Students practice extended constructed responses (writing), also known as ECRs, throughout the course.  These writings are part of a classroom “working” portfolio.  When the teacher collects a CRES Showcase Portfolio, students choose their two best ECRs to showcase mastery of writing and language usage skills.  These two pieces, along with a timed writing, are scored to help determine the portfolio grade.  

· Students write a reflection essay for each portfolio. This reflection is not “scored,” and does not count in the grade for the portfolio, but does provide students an opportunity to highlight how the compositions submitted demonstrate achievement.  

Contents of the CRES Showcase Portfolio:

High School  (One semester)

	Mid-term Portfolio
	End-term Portfolio

	BCR #1 

BCR #2  

ECR #1 

ECR #2

Timed Writing #1

Reflection
	BCR #3 

BCR #4  

ECR #3 

ECR #4

Timed Writing #2

Reflection


Scoring

Teachers will use standard rubrics and anchor papers to score student work for all assessed items.  These resources are located at www.fcpsteach.org on the English—middle school page.  

