9th Grade English
Mrs. Bolt
Course Syllabus
English is broken down into four parts:

1. Reading as a Process

2. Description

3. Narration

4. Persuasion
Students will be required to read both in class as well as at home on a daily basis. Each student is expected to bring a novel (on or slightly above their reading level) to class every day. Homework will be assigned Monday-Thursday and possibly some weekends. 
Materials needed:
1. Three Ring Binder 

2. Dividers (5) with pockets
3. 1 Subject Notebook- college ruled

4. index cards
5. Loose Leaf Paper- college ruled

6. Pen- blue or black ink only- (assignments done in any other color will receive a deduction in the assignment’s overall grade)

7. Pencil- mechanical is preferred

8. Novel

Although the following items are not required it is suggested that each student purchase the following:

1. Highlighters

2. Dictionary

In this class students will be required to keep a three ring binder that is used for English only! The binder must be kept neat and organized! The binder will be broken into the following sections and should go in this order:

1. Daily Sparks (Warm-Up)

2. Word Study/ Vocabulary

3. Notes

4. Writing/Reading

5. Language Usage/Loose Leaf

** “Spot Checks” will be given randomly and without notice to check for preparedness. “Spot Checks” are worth 5 points and count as a class work grade. **
Daily Sparks:

Each day upon entering the room students will write a DAILY SPARK (warm-up). Students should begin the D.S. promptly each day. “On time” means being in your seat and doing the D.S. when the bell rings. 
  Writing Assignments will include:

-Narrative Compositions


-Lengthy Essays


-Analysis of Literary Works


- Poetry


- Persuasive Compositions 

           -Research Project(s)

Vocabulary: Word Study

Almost every week students will be exposed to word study lessons. Students will be tested on their understanding of the words and their ability to use words properly. Each test will include several words from previous tests.
Tentative Reading List:


Night by Elie Wiesel


The Giver by Lois Lowry

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros


Macbeth by William Shakespeare
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

A Separate Piece by John Knowles
Grade Scale
A 90-100                                         Homework-                                   10%                    

B  80-89                                          Summative                                    50%

      C  70-79                                          Formative (Classwork)                 40%

     D  60-69                                          
    F 59 and below                                                                         Out of 100%
Contact Mrs. Bolt
Email: Melissa.Bolt@fcps.org
School Phone: 240-236-7499
Please sign below acknowledging that you and your child have read the information. 
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STUDENT
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