Antigone Study Guide
Directions:  answer the following on a separate piece of paper in complete sentences.  You do not need to rewrite the question, but number your paper.  When necessary, answer in a way that reveals the question asked.

1. While you are reading, keep a log (in your notebooks) of all the tragic elements as defined by Aristotle.  You should list the example from your notes, and then a quote/textual support to back your response.  (hint: use a T chart)

2. Who are the 2 female roles in the play?  What is their relation to Oedipus?

a. Describe the characteristics of both (minimum 5 each)

3. Who are the 2 men fighting?  What are they fighting over?  What is the result of the fighting?  What is their relationship to the characters in the story?

4. Who becomes ruler of Thebes?  Describe his qualities as a ruler/leader.

5. What is the rulers’ command?  What does this suggest about his character (think: traits)

6. What is the central conflict of the story?  Who does it involve?

7. What is the role of the gods/mythical powers in the play?  Predict what will happen based on what you know about the rulers’ attitude towards the gods’ commands.

8. Who is Antigone’s betrothed?  What is his relationship to the ruler?

9. What is his initial reaction to the ruler’s sentence (when he asks for his opinion)?  Does he change his mind?  If so, what conflict would this cause?  Does your attitude towards him change?

10. What is the ruler’s final decision/sentence?

11. Discuss your opinion of the 2 female characters at this point in the play. Have they changed?  If so, how?  If not, why?

12. Who arrives (new) in the play?  What is unique about him?  What does he predict?

13. Does Creon suffer regret?  (both opinion and text-based)

14. What is the “resolution” of the story, based on what you learn from the chorus? (give in detail)
15. How is this similar/different than other tragedies you have heard of?

16. What happens to the 3 main women in the story?

17. What happens to Creon in the end?  

18. Discuss the role of the chorus in the story.

19. If Antigone is the heroine of the story- considered by many critics to be the first prominent female heroine in literature- then why is Creon the tragic hero of the story, as defined by Aristotle’s classical definition of tragedy?  Or is he?

a. What is ironic about the character of Antigone, her storyline, and the idea that she was the first major heroine in literature?

20. Is Antigone a tragic heroine? Why or why not?

21. Do you agree or disagree with Haemon’s decisions?

22. Do you agree or disagree with Creon’s decisions?  Why/Why not.

23. Do you agree or disagree with the ending of the story?  Do you think justice was served? Why/Why not.

24. What would you have done (the same or differently) if you were one of the following charaters:  Haemon, Creon, Antigone.

25. What appears to be Sophocles’ philosophy toward tragedy itself (based on the plot and outcome of the story)?

26. What mode of conduct does Sophocles seem to advocate more in Antigone?

27. What does the play suggest about the nature of religious belief?

28. How does Sophocles’ play reflect contemporary Athenian concerns?  (Based on the play, what would you say contemporary Athenians valued in society?)

29. What does the play seem to say about reason and intuition (human nature and the human mind)?

30. Does the story of Antigone reflect any modern, contemporary morals or social standards?  Discuss.

31. If you had to write a final final ode, what would it entail?  (in 1-2 paragraphs write a new/extended ending to the story)

