Research Essay

For this aspect of your research project, you will write an essay connecting the theme of To Kill A Mockingbird to either 1. a relevant issue from the time period in which it was written or 2. a relevant issue in the present day.  The requirements are as follows:

· The essay must adequately establish the theme via textual support from your novel (NOT RESEARCH)

· The essay must correctly incorporate research through parenthetical documentation (both direct quotes and paraphrased ideas)

· The essay must follow all formatting instructions –it must be 2-4 pages long (front side only), 12 pt. Times New Roman font, and double-spaced.  See Mrs. Hoyt immediately if you need computer access above and beyond what will be provided in class.  All essays should have a heading at the top (with your name, your class number—see Mrs. Hoyt, your class, and the date submitted) and a title.  The title of your essay should be centered after your heading.  Do not underline, bold, or put quotations around your title.  

· The essay must include a Works Cited page, in which you list all of the sources cited in your essay.  The sources should appear in alphabetical order by the first letter of the entry, and should appear double spaced with hanging indents.  See the green Works Cited handout as a reference.

· In order to best organize your essay, follow the following outline:

· Intro: What is the theme of your book? How does it relate to the issue you’ve chosen?

· Body ¶ 1: What is the theme of your novel?  Include support from your actual novel.

· Body ¶ 2 and possibly 3:  What is the issue that you are relating to your novel’s theme?  Explain background info so your intended audience will understand fully the issue upon which you are focusing.  

· Body ¶ 4 and possibly 5: How does the issue relate to your novel’s theme?

· Conclusion  

Your Draft is to be ready for peer review March 4th, and your final typed copy and presentation are due at the beginning of class on Thursday, March 5, 2009.  There are no exceptions!

